Name:__________________________________________
Search for Innocence
DNA evidence has only been used in court cases since the late 1980’s.  The first man convicted and sentenced to die solely on the basis of DNA evidence was Timothy Spencer.  His story is dramatically told by Paul Mones in his book, Stalking Justice.

Since then, other people have been vindicated on the basis of DNA after sometimes spending years in prison.  Research one such case alone or with a partner.  Use the library and the internet.  Then design a presentation around this case using the presentation site of your choice.  You will need a minimum of 12 slides.  DO NOT read straight off the slide; this will cost you points.  You must turn in a printout of your presentation to Ms. Hinkson on the day the project is due: October 3, 2019.  Use the rubric below when creating your presentation.  Slides do not need to be in the order on the rubric.
The person you choose MUST have been convicted using evidence other than DNA (eye witness, trace evidence, etc.) and then retried or appealed using DNA evidence.

The following websites may be helpful in your search:

· http://www.innocenceproject.org/
· http://www.ncjrs.org/txtfiles/dnaevid.txt
· http://www.forejustice.org/
- click on Innocence Database to see if your choice is there

· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/sheppard/cleared.html
Make sure you can find information on a case before you choose it. You must sign-up for the case you and your partner would like to do.  When you come to sign-up you might want to have a second choice, just in case.  
Case:_________________________________________________
Teacher Initials:______________
	Topic
	Details
	Points

	Title
	· Case Name

· You and Your Partners Name

· Date

· Period
	2

	Original Case Summary
	· The story of what happened

· The evidence

· Background of the Suspect- including how he/she got involved in this case (how are they connected to the victim?)

· Background of the Victim

· Are there any other possible suspects?

· What was the verdict/end result of this case?  Why?
· What was the sentence?
	15

	Exonerated By DNA
	· What type of DNA evidence was later analyzed in this case?
· How many appeals did this case have

· What did the DNA results reveal?

· How long were they in jail?

· How long were they in jail after they were exonerated?

· Did any organizations become involved in their case?
	15

	Personal Conclusions
	· What conclusions can YOU draw about:

· The case the first time it was tried
· The appeal using DNA evidence

· Is DNA always reliable to use in court?

· Other thoughts and feelings about the case
	10

	Work Cited
	· Slide contains information for all sources used

· MLA for all printed source

· Just give website for web resources

· Only reliable websites used, NO WIKIPEDIA!
	3

	Appearance and Organization
	· Presentation was visually pleasing

· Minimum of 5 graphics were used throughout this presentation

· Presentation has a nice order and flow
	5

	Oral Presentation
	· Does not read from the presentation slides
· Add additional information than what is given on the slides

· Stays within the 5-8 minute time limit
	5


Total:________/55
